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Someone changed the NHS smear

tests with the result that some
young women are needlessly dying

: one. Claire Everett, of
: Tyne & Wear, is just 22
: and has a two-year-old
i son, Alex. Her cervical
: cancer is ‘incurable’.

Smear tests are

i supposed to prevent

: women dying of

: cervical cancer. By

: picking up changes in

i the cells of the cervix,

i they allow earlier

i treatment which makes
: acure more likely.

Three out of four

: cases are caused by the :
. human papillomavirus
: (HPV) which is spread
: by sexual intercourse — :
i and this raises three
: important points.

: @ Young people are

i having sex earlier,

. @ The Government is
: concerned enough

: about cervical cancer
. to offer a free vaccine,
: protecting against

¢ HPV, to girls in England
: aged 12 to 13, from
. September 2008.

programme will start for
: under-18s who haven't
: had the vaccine.

. screening age been
: raised?

¢ director of cervical
i cancer charity Jo's
: Trust, says: ‘There was
. very little consultation

: screening age. The

i experts who run the
i NHS programme will
i say it had nothing to
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